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There have recently been a number of articles in the press covering a national spike in hate 
crime in response to the Brexit vote.  You may also have seen the article in the 
Kidderminster Shuttle reporting that Wyre Forest Councillors are united in standing 
together against hate crime by supporting a motion condemning racism.  This gives a strong 
message to our communities that this kind of behaviour must not be tolerated. 

A hate crime or incident occurs when a person is targeted because of their disability, race, 

colour, religion or belief, ethnic, national or sexual orientation, identity or age.  Hate crimes 

can include a person’s property, as well as the person themselves.  

Anyone can be a victim of hate crime and besides a significant impact on victims it can also 

affect their family, friends and people in the community.  Such feelings of fear and anxiety 

can impact on a person’s confidence and in turn make them afraid of reporting an incident.  

We are encouraging Wyre Forest residents to report these incidents and want to make sure 
that people have the information they need to do so, whether they are the victim, family, 
friend or a witness. Remember: you do not have to tolerate hate and reporting any incident, 
no matter how minor, can make a difference.  

North Worcestershire has it’s own Hate Incident Partnership, which meets regularly to 

monitor reports received through the Hate Incident reporting scheme, discuss harassment 

cases that have been referred by local agencies and identify appropriate support for victims 

and witnesses.  It is also a forum for organisations to share best practice. 

National Hate Crime Awareness week is 8th-15th October 2016 and planning for activities 

across North Worcestershire is well underway.  To date, activities will include street theatre, 

awareness raising stands and a social media campaign. 

You can report locally in a number of ways - pick up a reporting form at any of the 
Worcestershire Hubs across North Worcestershire, visit the website 
www.unitedagainsthate.co.uk or telephone 0300 303 8838. You can also call the Police on 
101 but in an emergency always call 999. 

For more information about NWCSP, please visit www.nwcsp.org Follow us on Twitter! 

@saferwyreforest and like our Facebook page SaferWyreForest (Community Organisation). 
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